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THE TARIM NETWORK 
 

The Tarim Network is a charity based in London, United Kingdom. We are a family of passionate 
individuals creating a platform to unite, inspire and advance the Uyghur youth community around 
the world.  

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Our mission is to create a global Uyghur youth community that inspires and cultivates excellence 
while providing cultural and social enrichment for its members.  

WHO WE ARE 
 

Munawwar Abdulla, Co-founder. An aspiring activist and professional procrastinator moonlighting 
as a scientist, with a passion for all things translation. Born Aussie, based in the US, 
stereotypically Ghuljiliq. 

Zulfukar Ablikim, Co-founder. A British Uyghur based in London cursed with ambition. Currently 
working in the financial industry with the intention of an entrepreneurial venture in the near 
future. Love the wild, exploration and memes. 

Nur Aydin, Founding team. Book-loving psychologist with constant wanderlust. Living in Europe, 
heart in Yarkent. 

Archi Wallace Griffin, Founding team. A London entrepreneur with businesses focused on the 
waterways of inner cities. A strong passion for history, international politics and social change. 

We would also like to give special appreciation to Gulhayat Mizahmat, Subhi Imam, Babur Ilchi 
and the many others that have supported and helped build the Tarim Network to what it is today.  

OUR STORY 
 

On an ordinary day in early 2018, our co-founders found themselves discussing a music project 
for Uyghurs – a potential way to spread awareness about our people. It was clear from the get-go 
that they shared an interest in developing an understanding of Uyghur culture and identity 
while helping Uyghur youth. They also shared the experience of living away from their homeland – 
one in Great Britain, with a tiny Uyghur community, the other in Australia with one of the biggest 
populations of Uyghurs. 

After many conversations spanning days, nights and blurred time zones, a more ambitious task 
was set: a global Uyghur youth community that was rooted in cultural values yet incorporated the 
advances of modern society. A platform that encouraged us to be better connected across 
geographies and promoted a deeper understanding of Uyghur language, religion, history and all 
the different components that define a culture.  

With the recruitment of a team to help build it and with the advice, support and encouragement 
of friends and family, the Tarim Network became the implementation of that idea, and we believe 
everyone has a place and a role within it. 
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FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE TARIM NETWORK 
 

The Tarim Network is a global community that is comprised of Uyghurs from a wide spectrum of 
geographies, cultures and walks of life. The glue that brings us together and upholds this 
community are our shared values, principles and appreciation of our Uyghur identity. This is an 
outline of the fundamental principles of the Tarim Network and all of its members, participants, 
affiliates and partners.   

 

1) INTEGRITY – adhering to moral and ethical principles 
  
Tarim Network – committed to upholding the 8 fundamental principles without compromise. 

Members – demonstrate personal integrity and the courage of their convictions by doing what is 
morally and ethically defendable even when there is great pressure to do otherwise. 

 

2) OPEN-MINDEDNESS – receptive to new or different ideas without prejudice or 
bias 
 
Tarim Network – welcomes new ideas, thoughts and opinions with respect to all who make up 
the community. 

Members – are receptive to the diverse range of ideas and opinions within the community and 
actively challenge the beliefs held by themselves and their peers in a constructive manner. 

 

3) RESPECT – consideration and admiration for others 
 
Tarim Network – appreciate the benefits provided by the nations that Tarim Network operate in, 
admire the successes of the Uyghurs around the world and value Uyghur culture and identity. 

Members – are considerate of the views and opinions held by other members of the community, 
act in a respectful and polite manner and appreciate the efforts and contributions of others. 

 

4) INNOVATION – striving to advance through new ideas and methods 
 
Tarim Network – continually looking to expand through providing fresh content, introducing new 
projects and collaborating with strategic partners. 

Members – take an active approach to identify and executing new ideas and concepts that could 
have a beneficial impact on their community. 

 

5) LOYALTY – faithfulness to commitments, vows and obligations 
 
Tarim Network – committed to achieving its core mission of creating a global Uyghur youth 
community while demonstrating trust and loyalty to its members, partners and friends.  
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Members – dedicated to supporting the mission of the Tarim Network and thinking of the 
community before themselves.  

 

6) EXCELLENCE – commitment to strive for perfection  
 
Tarim Network – committed to continually improving the projects and experiences of its members 
through straightforward communication and feedback processes. 

Members – actively provide constructive feedback on their experiences with the Tarim Network. 
Are fully committed and engaged in any projects they are involved in. 

 

7) POSITIVITY – progression through constructive attitude 
 
Tarim Network – aims to create a positive and supportive community that Unites, Inspires and 
Advances its members. 

Members – are engaged with an encouraging attitude and supportive of their peers contributing 
to a positive environment in the community. 

 

8) INDEPENDENCE – freedom from the control and influence of others  
 
Tarim Network – an independent charity and community free from association and influence 
from any political, national and religious influence. 

Members – hold views and opinions that are neither promoted nor discouraged by the Tarim 
Network. Members do not act in any way that would compromise the independence of the Tarim 
Network. 
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THREE PILLARS OF THE TARIM NETWORK 
 

1) CONNECT & UNITE  
To connect and strengthen our community. Through an interactive social media community and 
targeted youth events. 

2) MOTIVATE & INSPIRE  
To motivate and ecourage each other to succeed in all areas in life. Through recognising young 
Uyghur achievements and interviewing successful Uyghurs in our Tarim Talks podcast. 

3) EDUCATE & ADVANCE  
To deepen our understanding and broaden our knowledge. Through online classes and seminars 
targeting the needs of the youth community. 

 

Projects developed by the Tarim Network will aim to develop the global Uyghur youth community 
using the three pillars as its basis. The Tarim Network is open to collaboration or sponsorships 
with groups or individuals that uphold these pillars as well as the eight Fundamental Principles of 
the Tarim Network. 
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ONGOING PROJECTS 

1) THE TARIM NETWORK WEBSITE

Objectives 
Create and maintain a website that is smooth, navigable and informative. The website is to be 
updated and maintained regularly with all key information on the Tarim Network and its current 
projects. 

Overview 
The Tarim Network website is the central hub consolidating all information and activities. It is a 
key platform for those who would like to learn more, join, or interact with the community in a way 
that is not available on third-party applications. 

2) HELLO TARIM, UNITE

Objectives 
Introduce individual Uyghurs living across the globe to the broader Uyghur community. A simple 
system that facilities connection between members to both their local community and the global 
communities.  

Overview 
Hello Tarim profiles are thought-provoking and insightful posts of members of the Uyghur youth 
community. Profiles help paint a portrait of the individual; their background, beliefs and interests. 
Hello Tarim posts are created by submission of answers to the Hello Tarim form by members of 
the community. Hello Tarim profiles will be posted regularly on Instagram and Facebook and 
interaction in response to the profiles are encouraged.  

3) TARIM TALKS, INSPIRE

Objectives 
Tarim Talks Podcast aims to reveal the stories and journeys of prominent and up-and-coming 
Uyghurs to inspire and further connect the young Uyghur community. There is a focus on 
uncovering practical tools to build on character, career and knowledge.  

Overview 
Tarim Talks is a monthly podcast interviewing with prominent and up-and-coming Uyghurs of 
interest, uncovering their life stories, journeys to success and the challenges they have faced 
along the way. The podcast will be uploaded and hosted on Anchor.FM, the Tarim Network 
website and all major podcast streaming platforms.  

4) TARIM STARS, INSPIRE

Objectives 
Identify and celebrate the success of Uyghurs within the diaspora and encourage others to excel 
in their respective areas of expertise. The hope is to inspire other young Uyghurs and create 
positive and relatable role models. 
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Overview 
Tarim Stars are informative and inspiring posts that share the successes of fellow Uyghurs. Posts 
comprise of a short description of the individual and their achievement, which should then 
encourage further research into the topic and that individual. Tarim Stars will be generated 
through research and nomination by the Tarim Network members. 

 

5) UYGHUR EXCHANGE, ADVANCE 

Objectives 
Development of spoken Uyghur vocabulary and fluency through semi-guided interactive speaking 
sessions in a relaxed environment.   

Overview 
Uyghur exchange is semi-guided interactive speaking sessions focusing on a particular chosen 
topic. Uyghur speakers of all proficiency levels are welcome to learn and improve their language 
skills and connect with fellow Uyghurs along the way. Classes will be limited in size to promote 
interaction and tailored by geography and proficiency level.   

 

6) SEMINARS, ADVANCE 

Objectives 
Expand and deepen knowledge of a wide range of interesting topics through webinars presented 
by those with extensive knowledge and experience of the subject matter. 

Overview 
Tarim Seminars is a platform to discover and discuss a wide range of interesting topics whether 
practical or abstract in nature. Seminars will usually be comprised of a presentation followed by 
an opportunity for members to ask questions and discuss the topic. 

 


